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When Spain Meets Asheville 
By: Ariane Eceiza 

Moving to a new country is 

always a challenge, with new 

language and new cultureé 

These are little things that 

usually we have to learn in a 

small period of time. Studying 

abroad meant going out of my 

comfort zone and starting a 

completely new life in a different 

country, but everything was 

worth it. Starting my 

undergraduate career in the US 

has made me grow as a person  

 

and as a student. Now that Iôm 

finishing my freshman year I 

look back and I realize how 

incredible this experience has 

been for me. Knowing people 

from different countries has 

helped me to expand my mind 

and be open for new adventures 

and experiences as a college 

student, and the feeling of 

freedom that traveling produces 

is something that I would never 

change.  

ñStudying abroad meant going out of my comfort 

zone and starting a new life in a different 

country, but everything was worth it.ò 
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When I thought to write of my experience abroad, I 

did not expect to draw blank. I did not expect to 

confront an empty page, filling it only with frustrated 

glances and half-completed thoughts paused on the 

edge of my pen. I did not expect an empty page 

because I am so very full of the experience. I wanted 

the words to imbue that which is churning through 

me right now, lifting me to the balls of my feet and 

inspiring thoughts of a permanent flight to England.  

But I hesitated. Is there a combination of words that 

can possibly do that? If only I could write of those 

moments when, as Iôm stressing the holes in my 

jeans with worry, something reminds me of Sussex. 

Iôll stand there looking like a fool, a smile across my 

face, as the world carelessly brushes past, curling 

words and whispers to the sky. Ask me why Iôm 

smiling, and Iôll tell you of England. 

I might tell you that I was remembering the moment 

I trekked up the green that sprawled behind Sussexôs 

campus, my laboring lungs counting steps for me. I 

stopped half-way only to see that I had made it just. I 

kept going. Eventually my condensed breaths settled 

at a stone lookout that perched on top the hill, 

overlooking Sussexôs buildings and roads that led 

beyond. That night it was magnificently shrouded 

under onyx, with a few stars trying to exhale in 

Brightonôs light pollution. I climbed on top of the 

stone wall and thought of the etymology of the word 

óhome.ô I had recently learned that its root is ham, 

which meant óthe triangle where two rivers meet.ô 

That area could be easily defended if one were to 

build a wall, quite like the one upon which I was 

perched. I supposed, then definitely concluded, that 

my two rivers would be Brighton and North 

Carolina, and the people and places I love in both 

would be my wall of safety and comfort.  

I am two months removed from England, and I miss 

it with a ferocity I didnôt know I possessed. I miss its 

soft rain, its stumbled-upon manor houses, its back 

roads, its national epidemic of too-narrow stairs, its 

remarkable curry chips, and its odd coin system. I 

have seen faces I will never see again, and Iôve come 

to realize that everything but what love sculpts from 

us disappears like breath on glass. With life being 

long and my love for that dusty, cozy country strong, 

I know England will reappear in my life, as in my 

thoughts, soon enough.   

Home 
By: Ashley Peltack 

ñAsk me why Iôm smiling, 

and Iôll tell you of England.ò 
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University of East Anglia 

Located two miles from Norwich 

city center, the University of East 

Anglia is home to 15,000 students. 

It was established in 1960 and 

became the heart of Norwich 

Research Park. The university 

offers a variety of courses, such as 

arts, business, communication, 

economics, education, history, 

international studies, law, 

literature, drama, creative writing, 

psychology, and science. 

Although Norwich is a small city, 

it has a vibrant nightlife and rich 

cultural community. It should also 

be noted that it was Englandôs 

first UNESCO city of literature 

due to its impressive literary 

heritage. With its green location, 

distinctive architecture, and 

commitment to providing a 

satisfying experience, students 

will receive a top-notch education 

during their time abroad in one of 

Englandôs most medieval cities. 

University of Wollongong 

Located on the southern coast of 

New South Wales, the University 

of Wollongong is home to around 

13,000 international students from 

more than 35 countries. It began 

as a division from New South 

Wales University of Technology 

and has become its own 

independent institution with 

programs such as arts, business, 

engineering, humanities, law, 

psychology, and sciences. 

Wollongong is the ninth largest 

city in Australia and has a shuttle 

that allows students easy and free 

access to all parts of the city. 

Additionally, Sydney is only one 

hour away by train. Students may 

enjoy a variety of beaches, 

walking trails and a widely 

expanded caf® and music scene, 

and a strong sporting community. 

With so much to do, students can 

easily immerse themselves into 

true Australian culture. 

University of Technology 

Sydney 

The University of Technology 

Sydney was established in 1988 

and is located in central Sydney. 

UTSô two campuses, City campus 

and Kuring-gai campus, are home 

to 37,000 students, including 

11,000 international students from 

40 different countries. As one of 

Australiaôs largest universities 

there are many programs offered, 

such as business, communication, 

design, architecture and building, 

education, engineering, health, 

information technology, 

international studies, law, and 

science. Sydney is Australiaôs 

capital and has a variety of 

exciting sights and ways for 

students to get around the city. 

Sydney is known for its cultural 

diversity and vibrant community. 

Aside from its famous harbor, 

beautiful beaches, and assortment 

of national parks, students can 

also enjoy a variety of art 

galleries, museums, and live 

music while getting a taste of 

what itôs like to be Australian. 

New Exchange Partners 
England and Australia 


